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Cadogan Court Summer Fair 

June 2010 
 

Once again a bright sunny day made for a 

good turnout at the 2010 Summer Fair which 

was opened by the Provincial Grand Master 

for Cornwall, RW Bro Peter George. The 

provinces of Cornwall, Devon and Somerset 

support Cadogan Court through the League of 

Friends which provides supplementary 

amenities and activities to improve the quality 

of life for the residents. The Summer Fair is the 

major fund-raising event of the year and it is pleasing to observe that Somerset brethren 

continue to be generous in their support whether through donations, buying programmes, 

donating produce or simply turning up to enjoy the day and spending liberally. 

 

Peter Layzell co-ordinated the support from Somerset although he was on holiday on the 

actual day so John Morgan ensured that the Somerset stalls were up and running from an 

early hour, offering a wide range of produce. This included Somerset strawberries, a range 

of local cheeses, fresh meat, plants, vegetables galore and a selection of wines. Eileen 

Jackson, North Somerset Widows Association, ensured that the raffle was well supported 

too.  

 

Other activities on the day included a barbecue, skittles competition, wet sponge throwing 

and an excellent bar. A highlight was the official opening by the three PGMs of the re-

designed central courtyard. This brings back into use a rather redundant outdoor area which 

has been provided with decking, seating areas and borders all 

topped out with an all weather canvass awning. All in all, a 

great improvement. 

 

This year over £5000 was raised and although not quite as 

much as in 2009, still an excellent achievement for which 

the PGM sends his thanks to all who helped on the day and 

contributed in various ways. It was a delight to see many of 

the residents and their families enjoying both the day and 

the extra company. The Summer Fair provides a splendid 

day out and a pleasing insight into the wonderful work of 

the RMBI. Make a point of coming next year! 
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Forest of Mendip find a new axeman! 

Roger Penny, Forest of 

Mendip Lodge Information 

Officer has won an Electric 

Guitar Package, including an 

amplifier, FX pedal, strap, 

lead and plectrum. This has 

been part of a year long 

fund raiser organised by 

WM Adrian Moore. Nearly 

five hundred Masons took 

part in the draw and the 

money raised is going towards urgent building works for the Lodge, which 

nestles in a beautiful corner of Somerset in Rickford.   

 

Adrian had devised a clever idea to provide for an impartial draw. The winner 

was decided by a news story transmitted by the BBC during their 10 o'clock 

programme on Monday 21
st

 June this year. Each entrant was asked to pick a 

number (literally any number) hoping that it would be included in the first item 

to be broadcast. On that day, it was the sad report of the 300th soldier to die 

in Afghanistan which provided the number that won the prize. The photograph 

shows David Medlock presenting the guitar to Roger who now has the difficult 

job of learning to play it. 

  

Photo: Chris Pugh 

Left to Right: David Medlock, Roger Penny, Adrian Moore 
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SOMERSET  FREEMASONS  DONATE  TO 

WELLS  CATHEDRAL 

 

At their bi-annual Church Service at Wells Cathedral on Sunday June 6, Freemasons 

from all over the county of Somerset donated £1,000 towards the restoration of the 

Jesse window, which will cost of total of £500,000 to restore to it‘s former glory.     

 

In accepting the cheque from David Jenkins the Provincial Grand Master for 

Somerset, the Dean of Wells - The Very Reverend John Clarke - mentioned that a 

great deal of building and refurbishment work has taken place in recent years, 

including work to the original Cloister walkway which has been cleared and 

re-opened.   He added that the medieval Pilgrims’ Porch which was used by 

pilgrims to the Cathedral over 700 years ago 

but has been closed for centuries has been 

unblocked at both ends and restored and that 

the cost of the latter has largely been 

funded by Somerset Freemasons. This 

gift has been acknowledged by the 

positioning of a Square & Compasses 

at the entrance to the Pilgrims’ Porch. 

 

David Jenkins also presented a cheque for £1,000 

to Fiona Clarke of Help for Heroes who thanked 

him and stated that this donation would 

enormously help those brave servicemen injured 

in the service of their country. 

 

More than two hundred Freemasons and their wives and partners enjoyed a 

beautiful service in the ‘great and awesome’ Cathedral Church of St. Andrew in 

Wells. 
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Information Release 8 th July 2010  

 
£1,132,000 in Major Grants donated by The Freemason s’ Grand Charity 

 
Twenty-three major grants have been approved at the Annual General Meeting of The 
Freemasons’ Grand Charity. The grants have been awarded to worthwhile projects and 
causes in the areas of medical research, youth opportunities and vulnerable people.  
 
The largest individual grant of £250,000 was awarded to SSAFA Forces Help as part of a new 
national initiative, to be distributed to branches throughout England and Wales.   
 

Grants approved:  

 
Medical Research Grants:  
 
Association of Spina Bifida Hydrocephalus (ASBAH) £ 40,000 
A grant of £40,000 to ASBAH to fund a research project at the University of Sheffield into the 
use of inutero MRI scans to identify babies with abnormal brain development. Currently 
ultrasound scans are used, but there is evidence that in utero MRI will show more. About 
1,100 spina bifida pregnancies still occur each year in the UK and the charity provides 
support and information for families about the disabilities caused by spina bifida and 
hydrocephalus. Based in Cambridgeshire. 
 
http://www.asbah.org/ 
 
Cambridge Foundation £100,000 
A grant of £100,000 payable in equal installments over two years to fund Dr Alastair Cole’s 
research into the use and side affects of alemtuzumab in treating multiple sclerosis. The 
research project was established to create a new drug treatment for early stage MS but it is 
also showing interesting results relating to the development of other auto-immune diseases. 
Based in Cambridgeshire. 
 
Youth Opportunities Grants:  
 
Addaction: £20,000 
A grant to help fund the Young Addaction Aspire pilot. The charity believes that young people 
who abuse drugs and alcohol respond well to treatment when it is tailored to their needs and 
that money is better spent on early intervention rather than expensive residential 
rehabilitation. The pilot will be working with young people in Cornwall and Lancashire offering 
a 12 week Aspire Foundation Course to cover personal development and a community 
project using local partners. Based in Cornwall and Lancashire.  
 
http://www.addaction.org.uk/ 
 
Centrepoint: £50,000 
This £50,000 grant is to fund the further roll-out of the Partnering Project for homeless young 
people. The Freemasons’ Grand Charity originally funded the project as a pilot scheme. The 
project now operates in seven regions providing free capacity building to support voluntary 
sector homelessness charities and consultancy and advice to larger organisations. Based 
across country.  
 
http://www.centrepoint.org.uk/ 
 
Clubs for Young People: £83,000 
This grant is to fund the Do Something: Out of School project. The project will provide a 
programme of community based activities including cricket, dance, film-making etc to 2,000 

http://www.asbah.org/
http://www.addaction.org.uk/
http://www.centrepoint.org.uk/


 
 

 

 

smaller voluntary youth clubs and will be funded by  a partnership between the Lord’s 
Taverner’s, The Foundation for Sport and Arts and The Freemasons’ Grand Charity. Based 
across the country. 
 
http://www.clubsforyoungpeople.org.uk/ 
 
Skill Force: £50,000 
Funding for a new team in the Solent, covering Bournemouth, Southampton, Portsmouth and 
Havant. Skillforce helps young people to earn vocational qualifications and to develop life 
skills through structured classroom and outdoor activities in which instruction and mentoring is 
provided mainly by ex-armed forces personnel. Based in Northamptonshire.  
 
http://www.skillforce.org/ 
 
Vulnerable People:  
 
Beating Bowel Cancer: £50,000  
A grant to fund a Specialist Nurse Advisor and Head of Patient Services. Bowel cancer is the 
2nd biggest cancer killer in the UK and 36,500 people are diagnosed each year. The charity 
delivers a telephone and web-based service as well as providing free informative publications. 
Based in Middlesex.   
 
http://www.beatingbowelcancer.org/ 
 
Breast Cancer Haven: £15,000 
A £15,000 grant to Breast Cancer Haven to fund a clinical nurse specialist in Hereford. The 
charity runs havens in London, Leeds and Hereford supporting people with breast cancer. All 
services are provided free of charge and each year 420 cancer patients attend at Hereford. 
 
http://www.breastcancerhaven.org.uk/ 
 
Cardiac Risk in the Young (CRY): £15,000 
A grant to fund a new CRY vehicle to carry cardiac screening equipment for use by volunteer 
cardiologists at events. The charity raises awareness through a programme which screens 
7,000 young people each year. One in 300 will be found to have a serious condition and eight 
apparently healthy young people (under 35) die of an undiagnosed heart condition each week 
in the UK. Based in Surrey.  
 
http://www.c-r-y.org.uk/ 
 
Challenging Behaviour Foundation: £20,000 
A grant to fund the Family Support Officer who provides information and advice directly to 
families and provides input into national strategies, The charity supports about 1,400 families 
who care for disabled people who have extreme and challenging behaviour. Based in Kent. 
 
http://www.thecbf.org.uk/ 
 
Connect: £30,000 
To fund a quarterly newsletter containing information, tips and advice for people with aphasia. 
Aphasia is a speech and communication disorder that results from damage to the brain. 
Aphasia usually occurs after a stroke but it can also be caused by brain injury or tumour and 
250,000 people in the UK have aphasia. NHS patients may be offered short-term speech 
therapy after a stroke, but do not receive any long-term help with communication disabilities. 
Based in London.  
 
http://www.ukconnect.org/ 
Council and Care: £35,000 
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A grant to support the national advice service for the elderly and part-fund the salary of a new 
fundraiser. The advice line deals in detail with 2,500 enquiries plus 500 written enquiries each 
year and produces factsheets on a variety of relevant issues for older people. The new 
fundraiser will develop the charity’s capability to raise money from individual donor’s and 
legacies. Based in London.  
 
http://www.counselandcare.org.uk/ 
 
Dogs for the Disabled: £25,000 
A grant to fund a programme highlighting the benefits of a trained dog for families with an 
autistic child. The charity has previously provided eight trained dogs to families with autistic 
children with positive results but this project will help many more families and will be delivered 
in partnership with the National Autistic Society. The charity requires 50 enquiries of interest 
each week and aims to reach 320 families. Based in Oxfordshire.  
 
http://www.dogsforthedisabled.org/ 
 
Down Syndrome Education International: £30,000 
A grant of £30,000 to fund the see and learn project.  The project builds on step-by-step 
activities and materials to help children achieve better reading, language, number and 
memory skills. All programmes are available to families free of charge on-line and the website 
has 20,000 regular visitors. Based in Hampshire.  
 
http://www.downsed.org/en/gb/default.aspx 
 
Music in Hospitals: £35,000 
A grant to fund Making Musical Memories, a series of concerts for older people in healthcare 
settings. The charity uses 300 professional musicians to deliver concerts in day care centres, 
hospitals, nursing and residential homes improving the quality of life and well being of those 
attending. Most healthcare centres contribute to the cost of concerts, but when cuts have to 
be made cultural activities are often targeted first. The charity therefore provides 48% of its 
concerts free of charge. Based in Surrey.  
 
http://www.music-in-hospitals.org.uk/ 
 
PHAB: £10,000 
A grant to fund Inclusive Living Experiences at outdoor activity centres for disabled children. 
130 children aged 14-18 attend projects in Cumbria, Derbyshire and Hampshire. It gives 
parents of disabled children a respite break or allows them to holiday together as a family. 
Based in Croydon.  
 
http://www.phab.org.uk/ 
 
The Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution (RABI ): £50,000 
A grant to contribute to their welfare fund. RABI is a grant-making charity which supports 
members of the farming community who are suffering hardship. RABI has 12 regional welfare 
officers who visit and assess applicants and the charity supported 1,668 beneficiaries in 2008 
with £1.9m of grants, welfare advice and practical support. Based in Oxfordshire.  
 
http://www.rabi.org.uk/ 
 
Severn Area Rescue Association (SARA): £21,000 
A grant to fund the extension of Chepstow Station. SARA is an independent lifeboat and land 
search rescue operation. Based in Monmouthshire.  
 
http://www.sara-rescue.org.uk/ 
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Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association (SSAFA) Forces Help: £250,000 
A new grant to help fund regional branches in supporting service personnel and their families.  
 
http://www.ssafa.org.uk/ 
 
Special Boat Service Association (SBSA): £15,000 
A grant to support the children of SBSA members. The Royal Navy’s Special Boat Service 
(SBS) is the lesser known sister unit of the British Army’s Special Air Service Regiment 
(SAS). The SBS is a special forces unit which carries out special operations at sea, along 
coastlines and on river networks but is also highly skilled on dry land. Recent operations have 
taken place in Afghanistan and in Iraq. Based in Dorset.  
 
Victim Support: £20,000 
To fund training of volunteers in the south west region to enable them to support victims of 
serious crime. The charity provides support and information for victims of personal crime and 
volunteers need specialist training to help them to deal with domestic violence, sexual abuse, 
murder and racist cries. Each category has a tailored four day course. Based in Wiltshire.  
 
http://www.victimsupport.org.uk/ 
 
Vitalise: £20,000 
A grant of £20,000 to Vitalise to subsidise respite holidays for people with Alzheimer’s 
Disease and their carers at a residential centre in Nottingham. The whole centre is reserved 
for the specialist weeks and the carers are able to socialise and go on outings while knowing 
that their partner is being properly cared for. The charity provides services for disabled people 
in five residential centres and focuses on those with high dependency needs. Based in 
Cumbria. 
 
http://www.vitalise.org.uk/Home-Page.aspx 
 
Winston’s Wish: £25,000 
A grant to fund a senior counsellor. 24,000 children in the UK are bereaved of a parent each 
year. The counsellor helps families bereaved through homicide or suicide and will work 
directly with 80 families each year. The counsellor also answers calls on the national helpline 
and emails on the website. The helpline supports about 3,500 families and professionals each 
year. Based in Gloucestershire.  
 
http://www.winstonswish.org.uk/ 
 
 
For further information regarding The Freemasons’ G rand Charity please contact 
Siobhan McCarthy at smccarthy@the-grand-charity.org  or on 020 7395 9385. 
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